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Saratoga Springs City School District 
Library Media Department 

K-12 Library Media Skills Curriculum 
 

The K-12 Library Media Curriculum is based on the four 21st century standards established by the American Association 
of School Libraries: 
 

• Inquire, think critically, and gain knowledge. 
• Draw conclusions, make informed decisions, apply  knowledge to new situations, and create new knowledge. 
• Share knowledge and participate ethically and productively as members of our democratic society. 
• Pursue personal and aesthetic growth. 

 
Delivery of the Library Media Skills Curriculum occurs in two ways.  First, in grades K-3, students are introduced to library 
media skills through fixed classes.  Students in grades 4-12 reference the library skills in lessons integrated with the 
subject areas.  Many skills are reinforced and refined through the spiraling of instruction.  “Integration strengthens the 
teaching/learning process so that students can develop the vital skills necessary to locate, analyze, evaluate, interpret, 
and communicate information and ideas…The library program is an extension of the classroom.”  (American Association 
of School Librarians)  After each section of the curriculum outline, the library skills are aligned and integrated with other 
New York State Education Department Standards according to the following codes: 
 
A  Arts 
CDO  Career Development and Occupational Studies 
ELA  English Language Arts 
HPH  Health, Physical Education, and Home Economics 
LOE  Languages Other than English 
MST  Math, Science and Technology 
SS  Social Studies 
 
In the future, the K-12 Library Media Skills Curriculum will be revised through the district curriculum mapping process.  
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SKILLS OF LIBRARY MEDIA CENTER USE 
 

     Introduce �           Reinforce �  Refine z 
Citizenship      K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Students will: 

Exhibit appropriate library media center behavior  � � � � � � � � � � � � �  
Demonstrate responsible borrowing habits   � � � � � � � � � � � � � 

Recognize, understand and use library media   � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
vocabulary at appropriate level 
Demonstrate care of print and non-print materials   � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
and computer equipment 
Assist others in following library procedures   � � � � � � � � � � � � � 

Adhere to District Acceptable Use Policy for network use � � � � � � � � � � � � �  
Recognize that personal and school-related   � � � � � � � � � � � � � 

       questions can be answered in libraries 
Alignment with Standards 

NYS:SS 3, 5;  CDO 3a, 5.2, 5.3;  ELA 4;  MST 2 
ISTE: 2 

IL: 4, 7, 8, 9 
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     Introduce �                Reinforce �  Refine z 
Organization      K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12  
Students will: 

Describe the services provided by the media center   � � � � � � � � � � � � � 

Identify, locate and recognize the order of the  media collections  
Easy       � � � � � � 

Beginning chapter  books    � � �  

Fiction        � � � � � � � � � � � � 

Nonfiction      � � � � � � � � � � � � � 

Biography        � � � � � � � � � � � 

Reference        � � � � � � � � � � � 

Periodicals       � � � � � � � � � � � � 

Multimedia Materials      � � � � � � � � � � � � 

Identify and locate computers    � � � � � � � � � � � � � 

Identify and locate library home page    � � � � � � � � � � � � 

Identify and locate online catalog     � � � � � � � � � � � � 
Identify and locate computer programs     � � � � � � � � � � � 

Identify and locate online databases       � � � � � � � � � � 
   

Alignment with Standards 
NYS: SS 5.4;   ELA 1.1;  MST 2 

ISTE: 1,3 
IL: 1, 3, 4, 6 
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Introduce �                Reinforce �  Refine z 
Classification System    K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12  
Students will: 

Recognize and understand the parts of a call number and  
use it for location of materials   

Easy books       � � � � �  

Fiction books        � � � � � � � � � � � 

Nonfiction books       � � � � � � � � � � � 

Biography        � � � � � � � � � � � 

Reference         � � � � � � � � � � 

Multimedia materials       � � � � � � � � � � �  

Understand the broad categories of the Dewey Decimal    � � � � � � � � � � � 
classification system and that subjects are grouped together  
Understand that media centers are systematically organized                    � � � � � � � � � � �  
and that knowledge of one media center can be applied to others                                                                                                                                                                   

                                                                                                                                                     
Alignment with Standards 

NYS: ELA 1.1;  MST 2 
IL: 1, 3, 4, 5 
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Introduce �                Reinforce �  /Refine z 

Online Catalog      K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12  
Students will: 

Identify components of a computer       � � � � � � � � � � 
      Launch, open, and quit library catalog      � � � � � � � � � � 

Search by subject         � � � � � � � � z z 
Search by title         � � � � � � � � � � 
Search by author         � � � � � � � � � � 

Search by keyword         � � � � � � � � z z 
Search by series         � � � � � � � � � �  
Locate and understand the parts of a bibliographic record screen   � � � � � � � � z z 

Request materials through interlibrary loan         � � � � � � � 
Reserve materials that are on loan          � � � � � � � 

Alignment with Standards 
NYS:SS 5.4;   ELA 1.1;  MST 2 

ISTE: 1, 3, 5 
IL: 1, 2, 3 
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LITERARY UNDERSTANDING & APPRECIATION 

 
Introduce �                Reinforce �  /Refine z 

Literary Elements     K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12  
Students will: 

Listen attentively to literary passages for                          � � � � � �                                                                          
increased time periods  
Describe the parts of a book     � � � � � � � � � � � � � 

Recognize the elements of a story 
 Plot, character and setting    � � � � � � � � � � � � � 

 Beginning, middle and end    � � � � � � � � � � � � � 

 Compare and contrast      � � � � � � � � � � � �  
 Predications      � � � � � � � � � � � � � 

Identify theme and supportive detail in fiction     � � � � � � � � � � � 

Identify main idea and supportive details in non-fiction  � � � � � � � � � � z z 

Identify author’s purpose       � � � � � � � � � z z 

     Alignment with Standards 
SS 2.4, 5.3;   ELA 2.1, 4.1 

IL: 5 
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Introduce �                Reinforce �  Refine z 
Literary Appreciation     K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12  
Students will: 

Understand the variety of literary forms, and develop                                                                                                                                                                       
appreciation for  each through exposure and analysis 
of the following: 

Picture books      � � � � � � � � � 

Beginning chapter books    � � � � 

Novels          � � � � � � � � � � 
Nonfiction books     � � � � � � � � � � � � � 

Biography and autobiography      � � � � � � � � � � �  

Folk tales, fairy tales and nursery rhymes  � � � � � �  

Mythology and epics           � � � � � � � 

Poetry       � � � � � � � � � � � � � 

 Short stories            � � � � � � � 
 Drama                � � � � 
 Describe differences in genres of fiction, ie. fantasy,                                                  

historical fiction, mystery, science fiction, graphic novels                             � � � � � � � � � � �  
Recognize and appreciate authors and illustrators by exposure 
to a variety of age-appropriate materials   � � � � � � � � � � � � � 

Be aware of various literary awards and their significance     
(Caldecott, Newbery, Charlotte, Pulitzer, Printz, King, Nobel) � � � � � � � � � � � � � 

Alignment with Standards 
NYS: SS 1.1, 1.3, 1.4, 2.1, 2.3, 2.4;   ELA 2;   LOE 2 

IL: 5,9 
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Introduce �                Reinforce �    Refine  z         
Literary Criticism     K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Students will: 

 Participate in group discussions of literature   � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
Give brief reviews of a book- listing title, author, and  
reasons liked or disliked       � � � � � � � � � � � 

      Engage in an author/illustrator study    � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
      Compare and contrast formats of different genres  

(i.e. plays, poetry, stories)       � � � � � � � � � � � 

Read and reflect on criticism in journals and other sources          � � � � 

Alignment with NYS Standards 
ELA: 2, 3, 4 
ISTE: 4, 5 
IL: 2, 5, 9 

Expand/Refine 
 
 

Introduce �                Reinforce/ �  Refine z 
Reader Advisory     K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Students will: 
      Select books and materials for classroom and personal use                                                                                                                                                                               
 at appropriate interest and reading levels  � � � � � � � � � z z z z  
     Share reading experiences      � � � � � � � � � � � � 
     Discriminate in choice of reading matter    � � � � � � � � z z z z 
 Dev. lifelong recreational and informational reading habits� � z z z z � � � z z z z 

Alignment with NYS Standards 
ELA 2, 3.1  

IL: 5,9  
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SKILLS OF INQUIRY & INVESTIGATION 
 

Introduce �               Reinforce �   Refine z 
Task Definition K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Students will define the information problem: 

Select a topic            � � � � � � � 

Narrow/broaden topic        � � � � � � � � � � 
Formulate research questions or subtopics   � � � � � � � � � � � � 
Develop a list of keywords, synonyms     � � � � � � � � � � � 

Determine the quantity of information needed     � � � � � � � � � � 

Develop a thesis statement           � � � � � � 

Alignment with  Standards 
  NYS: SS 2.4                                                    

  IL: 1, 4, 6 
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Introduce �               Reinforce  �   Refine z 

Information Seeking Strategies K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Students will determine the variety of potential sources: 

Print sources  
 Nonfiction books     � � � � � � � � � � � � � 
 Dictionaries         � � � � � � � � � � 

 Encyclopedias-general       � � � � � � � � � � 

 Encyclopedias-specialized       � � � � � � � � � � 

 Almanacs          � � � � � � � � �  

 Atlases and maps        � � � � � � � � � � 

 Biographical resources      � � � � � � � � � � � 

 Primary sources         � � � � � � � � � 

Periodicals 
 Magazines        � � � � � � � z � z z 

 Newspapers           � � � z � z z 

Electronic sources 
 Library homepages        � � � � � � � � � �  
 Online databases, including periodical     � � � � � � � � � � 

 Biographical references          � � � � � � � 
      Online encyclopedias       � � � � � � � � � � 

 Image sources        � � � � � � � � � � 

 Videoconferences           � � � � � � � 

 World Wide Web          � � � � � � � 

 Multimedia sources       � � � � � � � � � � � 

Community sources                   
 Interviews            � � � z � � z 

 Public and academic libraries   � � � � � � � � � � � � z 

 Museums and historic sites           � � � � � z 

 Community and public agencies          � � � � � z 
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Students will evaluate possible sources to determine usefulness   � � � � � � � � � � 

Students will evaluate sources using such criteria as currency,                                                � � � � � � � z z                 
accuracy, reliability, ease of use, availability,  
comprehensibility, authority and bias                 
  

 
Alignment with Standards: 

NYS: SS 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 2.1, 2.4, 3, 4.1;  MST 1, 2, 5, 7;  CDO 1, 2;  HPH 3;  A 1, 2, 3, 4; ELA 1, 3, 4    
ISTE: 1, 2, 3, 5, 6 
IL: 1, 2, 3, 4, 6, 8 
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Introduce �               Reinforce �   Refine z 
Location and Access K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Students will locate sources using: 

Dewey Decimal classification system     � � � � � � � � � � � 

Computer catalog       � � � � � � � � � � �  
Library homepage       � � � � � � � � � � � 

Periodical indexes           � � �     

Online databases        � � � � � � � � � � 

Hyperlinks        � � � � � � � � � � � 

Internet search engines and directories       � � � � � � � � � 

Boolean search strategies              � � � 

Specialized subject reference sources         � � � � � � � 

Public and academic libraries             � � � � 

Interlibrary loan            � � � � � � � 

Human resources             � � � � � 

Community and public resources (museums, hotlines, etc.)        � � � � � 

Students will find information within sources using: 
Alphabetical order      � � � � � � � � � � � � 

Inverted names when necessary      � � � � � � � � � � 

Cross-references           � � � � � � �  
Guide words         � � � � � � � � � � 
Keywords, headings and subheadings      � � � � � � � � � �  
Indexes         � � � � � � � � � � � 

Tables of contents       � � � � � � � � � � �  
Glossaries        � � � � � � � � � � �  
  

Alignment with NYS Standards 
A 1, 2, 3, 4;  HPH 3;  CDO 1, 2;  LOE 2;  SS 1.1, 1.2, 1.3, 1.4, 2.1, 3, 4, 5.1, 5.4;  ELA 1.1; MST 1, 2, 4, 5, 7                                             

ISTE: 3, 4, 5, 6 
IL: 1, 3, 6                                               
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Introduce �                Reinforce �  Refine z 
Use of Information     K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12   
Students will examine the information in a source: 
 Listen purposefully and attentively   � � � � � � � � � � � � � 

 Actively view            � � � � � � � 

Skim and scan to identify keywords and context clues    � � � � � � � � � � 

Read and interpret information      � � � � � � � � � � � 
Follow links in electronic sources      � � � � � � � � � � 
Identify and ignore unnecessary information    � � � � � � � � � � � 

Students will gather information by: 
 Summarizing, paraphrasing, or using information     � � � � � � � � � � 

 Highlighting or underlining         � � � � � � � � 

Notetaking on cards or paper       � � � � � � � � � � 

Interpreting graphs, charts, and diagrams      � � � � � � � � � 
Interviewing             � � � � � �  

Students will practice ethical behavior in regard to information: 
 Respect intellectual property rights\avoid plagiarism   � � � � � � � � � � � 

 Record information for sources used     � � � � � � � � � � � 

 Create bibliographies in appropriate format     � � � � � � � � � �  

Use parenthetical references to explicitly cite sources        � � � � � �  

      
Alignment with NYS Standards 

HPH 3; A 1, 2, 3, 4;  CDO 1, 2;  ELA 1;  SS 2, 3, 4, 5.4;  LOE 2;  MST 1, 2, 4, 5, 7 
ISTE: 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 

IL: 1, 2, 3, 8 
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         Introduce �                Reinforce  �  Refine z 
Synthesis       K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12   
Students will organize information from  sources: 
 Use an outline or graphical organizer     � � � � � � � � � � � 

Students will verify that information is complete.      � � � � � � � � � 

Students will  be prepared to present information in the following formats in collaborative projects:        
 Written         � � � � � � � � � � � 

 Visual        � � � � � � � � � � � � 

 Oral       � � � � � � � � � � � � � 

 Multimedia         � � � � � � � � � � 

Alignment with NYS Standards 
A 1, 2, 3, 4;  HPH 3;  CDO 1, 2;  MST 1, 2, 4, 5, 7;  ELA 1;  LOE 2;  SS 1.2, 2, 3, 4 

IISTE: 3, 4, 5, 6 
IL: 3, 9 

 
 
 
         Introduce �                Reinforce �  Refine z 
Evaluation       K 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 
Students will evaluate the research process: 

Reflect on the information-seeking process      � � � � � � � � � � 

Explain which sources were used and why       � � � � � � � � � 

       Explain what additional sources were needed       � � � � � � � � 

  Explain the difficulties of the assignment       � � � � � � � � � 

  Assess use of time available for the task        � � � � � � � � 

  Make recommendations for improvement       � � � � � � � � � 

Alignment with NYS Standards 
ELA 3;  MST 1, 2, 4, 5, 7;  SS 3, 4;  CDO 1, 2;  HPH 3;  A 1, 2, 3, 4;  LOE 2 

ISTE: 4, 6 
IL: 2, 7 
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New York State Education Department Standards Codes 
 

A  Arts 
CDO  Career Development and Occupational Studies 
ELA  English Language Arts 
HPH  Health, Physical Education, and Home Economics 
LOE  Languages Other than English 
MST  Math, Science and Technology 
SS  Social Studies 

 
 
 


